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Notchcliff ,  the  summer  mansion  built  on  the  Elsah 
bluffs  east  of  the  village  by  Lucy  V.  Semple  Ames,  daugh- 
ter of  Elsah's  founder,  General  James  Semple,  around 
1872,  long  captured  the  imagination  of  midwesterners. 
High  and  remote,  it  was  nonetheless  visible  from  the 
river  and  the  flatlands  of  Missouri  beyond.    Probably 
no  house  in  Jersey  County  has  ever  been  so  grand.    In 
Elsah  it  was  an  anomaly,  an  indication  that  Elsah  had 


for  many  years  two  cultures,  the  landed  one  of  its  found- 
ing family,  the  prime  representation  of  which  is  Notch- 
cliff,  and  the  culture  of  the  average  citizen,  represented 
by  the  stone  cottages  in  the  valley. 

Notchcliff  was  clearly  much  loved  by  the  Ames  family, 
especially  Mrs.  Ames.    Elsah  apparently  held  the  same 
spell  on  her,  in  spite  of  her  years  in  Europe  and  her 
trips  to  the  Nile  and  the  Riviera,  that  it  holds  for  so  many 
others. 

The  great  stone  Victorian  mansion  also  represented 
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an  era  of  industrial  wealth  suddenly  acquired,  a 
time  which  grew  rapidly  during  the  late  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, then  faded  as  new  social  condditions  prevailed 
during  the  twentieth  century.    When  the  mansion  burned 
in  1912  it  was  already  getting  to  be  an  anachronism,  des- 
pite its  comparatively  short  life. 

That,  however,  was  not  the  end  of  the  building.    It 
made  a  marvellous  ruin,  and  as  such  was  not  only  photo- 
graphed, and  put  on  postcards,  but  visited  on  Sunday 


walks.    From  the  river  its  high  stone  walls  and  chimneys 
still  stood  up  above  the  landscape,  remaining  until  Prin- 
cipia  demolished  them  in  the  1930's  because  they  were 
unsafe. 

Surely  Notchcliff  and  the  family  that  inhabited  it  make 
up  one  of  the  most  fascinating  aspects  of  Elsah  history, 
and  a  large  portion  of  tliis  newsletter  will  be  devoted  to 
introducing  the  HEF  membership  to  some  of  the  basic 
aspects  of  that  history. 


'    f^'    111*  as  seen  from  the  river  on  a  postcard  popular 
enough  to  be  in  a  number  of  local  collections.    The  open, 
sloping  lawn  leading  dov/n  to  the  road,  marked  by  a  rail- 
ing in  the  foreground,  has  now  all  gone  back  to  woodland, 
with  large  trees.    The  road  itself  is  now  the  Principia 
College  "back  road."    Along  that  road,  near  the  current 
location  of  one  of  the  college  sewage  treatment  units,  was 
a  small  pond  belonging  to  Notchcliff.    Remains  of  the  earth 
dam  may  still  be  seen  in  the  woods  near  the  notch  in  the 
bluffs  from  which  the  house  took  its  name.    To  the  west 
of  the  house,  across  the  encircling  road,  bare  remnants 
of  a  side  garden  may  still  be  seen,  including  a  ruined 
fish  pond,  foundations  of  outbuildings,  a  cistern,  a  few 
pieces  of  a  gazebo,  and  some  of  the  more  hardy  garden 
plants,  such  as  iris  and  yucca.    The  outbuildings  includ- 
ed   a  cow  shed,  built  into  the  hillside  west  of  the  road 


around  the  house,  and  an  ice  house  nearby.    These  stone 
foundations  may  still  be  seen  by  those  sturdy  enough  to 
force  their  way  through  the  thick  brush  there.    The  cis- 
tern for  the  cows  still  holds  water,  and  has  no  top,  so 
caution  must  be  exercised.    Another cisternon  the  Notch- 
cliff lawn,  has  recently  been  filled  in. 

Behind  the  house,  on  the  north,  stood  stables  and 
barns,  and  west  of  it  a  farmhouse  belonging  to  the  es- 
tate.   Mrs.  Ames  kept  cows,  which  grazed  on  the  Elsah 
side  of  the  mansion  in  the  woods,  helping  to  keep  the  area 
much  more  open  than  it  is  now.    Today  one  can  occasion- 
ally find  remains  of  the  barbed  wire  fences  that  marked 
the  pastures  of  the  estate. 

By  the  riverside,  Mrs.  Ames  maintained  a  pumphouse 
to  bring  water  up  the  bluff.  Water  was  kept  in  a  tower  on 
the  north  side  of  the  estate  grounds. 
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A  rather  fanciful     prsion  rf  r  otchcliff    newly  built,  ILLIKOIS      It  would  seem  that  the  east  ^ov;er  had  not 

appeared  in  the  1872  ATLAS  MAP  OF  JERSEY  COUNTY,  been  added  to  the  structure  at  this  Ume . 


A  WEALTH  OF  NOTCHCLIFF   PICTURES 

by  Charles  B.  Hosmer,  Jr. 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation  has  always  been  interested 
in  finding  new  research  leads  that  help  us  to  understand 
the    history  of  our  region  a  little  better,  and  these  contacts 
often  take  us  across  the  United  States.    In  the  spring  of 
1972,  Robert  Orr,  a  senior  at  Principia  College,  vrorked 
on  a  history  research  project,  which  I  sponsored.    The 
goal  of  Orr's  work  was  a  simple  one:    to  locate  all  the  im- 
portant sources  dealing  with  the  life  of  General  James  Sem- 
ple,  the  founder  of  Elsah.    There  were  several  interesting 
discoveries,  including  some  of  Semple's  letters  from  Boga- 
ta,  Colombia,  written  in  the  1830's,  and  many  references 
to  Semple  as  a  United  States  Senator  in  the  NATIONAL  IN- 
TELLIGENCER . 

The  most  important  discovery  came  at  the  very  end 
of  the  spring  term  in  1972.    On  my  instructions,  Orr  wrote 
to  the  Library  of  the  University  of  Washington,  asking  if 
there  were  any  papers  dealing  with  the  career  of  Eugene 
Semple,  the  General's  son.    In  the  1880' s  Eugene  served 
as  a  territorial  governor  of  Washington .    We  were  amazed 
to  find  that  there  was  a  body  of  material  known  as  the 
"Semple  Papers,"  and  the  University  sent  us  a  printed 
catalog!    What  we  saw  in  the  little  brochure  led  us  to  be- 
lieve that  we  had  found  a  most  important  Elsah  research 
source  there.    Included  were  many  letters  from  Mrs.  Lucy 
V.  Semple  Ames,  a  few  letters  from  General  Semple  and 
his  wife,  and  several  albums  of  old  photographs. 

The  James  Belote  family  performed  a  valuable  service 
for  ELSAH  HISTORY  during  a  visit  to  Seattle  in  the  summer 
of  1972.    They  personally  cataloged  all  of  the  photographs 


so  that  we  would  know  material  related  to  Elsah.    The  cost 
of  having  the  pictures  reproduced  in  Seattle  seemed  un- 
reasonably high,  but  a  contact  with  Mr.  John  Bolton,  of 
that  city,  broke  the  log  Jam  nicely.    Through  Mr.  Bolton's 
negotiations  the  Principia  College  Library  now  has  the 
Semple  albums  on  a  permanent  loan  from  the  University  of 
Washington  Library. 

We  hope  that  from  time  to  time  the  Principia  Library 
will  be  able  to  exhibit  these  valuable  pictorial  resources, 
because  the  Semple  pictures  show  us  so  much  about  the 
family  that  owned  all  the  land  around  Elsah  for  nearly 
seventy  years.    We  now  know  much  more  about  Mrs. 
'mes,  her  children,  her  home — and,  above  all,  her  par- 
ticular life-style. 

Two  years  later,  in  the  spring  of  1974,  we  received 
a  large  photograph  album  from  an  estate  in  Rye  Beach, 
New  Hampshire,  that  contains  some  of  the  same  pictures 
shown  in  the  Eugene  Semple  albums.    In  this  case  we 
have  a  set  of  pictures  showing  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ames's 
daughter,  Ada  Turner.    The  album  consists  almost  en- 
tirely of  pictures  of  the  inside  and  outside  of  Eliestoun, . 
the  Turner  country  place  that  is  now  at  the  east  end 
of  the  Principia  campus.    Perhaps  in  a  few  years  we  may 
locate  some  important  Elsah  material  right  here  in  the 
greater  St.  Louis  area.    Any  readers  of  the  newsletter 
who  may  know  of  family  albums  that  might  contain  pic- 
tures of  Elsah  people  or  Elsah  buildings  should  contact 
the  editor  or  HEF  . 
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EDGAR    AMES 

The  ATLAS  MAP  OF  JERSEY  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS, 
published  by  Andreas,  Lyter  and  Company,  of  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  in  1872,  includes,  on  p.  23,  the  following 
description  of  Edgar  Ames,  husband  of  Lucy  V  .  S  . 
Ames,  the  builder  of  Notchcliff : 

EDGAR  AMES,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  undoubt- 
edly takes  front  rank  among  the  leading  business  men 
of  our  great  commercial  centers;  and  when  the  history 
of  St.  Louis  shall  be  written,  and  due  mention  made  of 
those  who  have  been  foremost  in  raising  her  to  her  proud 
eminence  among  the  commercial  marts  of  the  world,  his 
name  and  achievements  will  not  be  overlooked  . 

Edgar  Ames  was  born  in  Oneida  county.  New  York, 
October  26,  1826.    He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
three  children  of  Nathan   and  Rectina  Ames,  whose  an- 
cestors were  English  and  who  were  lineally  connected 
with  the  Ameses  of  Massachusetts.    About  the  year  1830, 
i\ir     Ames  removed  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati,  which 


continued  to  be  his  residence  for  about  ten  years.    He 
was  there  largely  engaged  in  pork-packing,  his  business 
house  being  among  the  leading  establishments  of  that 
kind  in  the  city.    In  1840  he  removed  to  St.  Louis  and 
resumed  the  same  business.    In  1852  his  wife  died.    He 
survived  her  death  till  1856.    Edgar  Ames  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  continued  his  stud- 
ies at  college  several  years  after  the  family  had  removed 
to  St.  Louis.    A  few  years  previous  to  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Ames 
S  Co .    No  firm  of  business  men  in  St.  Louis  was  better 
known  or  more   highly  respected  for  their  business 
ability  and  integrity  than  that  of  Henry  Ames  S  Co.    The 
excellent  sugar-cured  hams  of  that  house  have  a  world- 
renowned  reputation.    On  the  fifth  of  June,  1860,  Mr. 
Ames  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  V.  Semple,  second  daugh- 
ter of  Gen .  James  Semple,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Illi- 
nois.      They  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters .    Edgar 
Ames  was  twice  elected  Vice-President  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  St .  Louis.    In  politics  he  was  ever  an 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.    He 
died  at  his  residence  on  the  ninth  of  December,  1867, 
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,  Taken  by  Ada  Ames  Turnei  ,  tnls  ferociously  Victorian 
interior  is  identified  in  the  album  as  follows:  "Dining- 
room  at  Notchcliff.    Bust  of  Mrs.  Ames  at  left,  and  her 


mother,  Mrs.  Semple  at  right."    The  bust  of  Mrs.  Ames 
survives  and  is  in  Principia's  School  of  Nations  Museum. 
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but  the  many  noble  virtues  of  his  character  yet  live, 
and  are  the  richest  legacy  left  to  his  wife  and  children . 
While  we  would  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  those 
benevolent  and  large-hearted  acts  which  characterized 
his  life,  we  would  not  fail  to  notice  those  eminent  business 
qualifications  which  enabled  him,  in  the  commercial  path, 
to  outstrip  so  many  of  his  cotemporaries .    His  success 
was  not  the  sudden  inflation  of  the  purse  by  rapid  specu- 
lation, but  the  result  of  well-laid  business  plans,  the  car- 
rying out  of  which  stamped  him  as  among  the  great 
business  men  of  the  West.    He  became  opulent  and  re- 
spected in  all  circles  where  he  was  known . 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  of  St.  Louis' 
most  illustrious  business  men.    Mr.  Ames  was  a  gentle- 
man of  broad,  liberal  culture,  and  possessed  a  m.ind  well 
adapted  for  profound  research.    His  integrity  and  purity 
of  character  won  for  him  the  approbation  of  the  best  men 
of  the  city  where  for  many  years  he  acted  so  conspicuous 
a  part.    Mrs.  Ames,  since  the  death  of  her  husband,  has 
built  a  beautiful  residence  on  the  bluff  overlooking  the 
Mississippi,  at  Elsah — "Notch  Cliff"— the  building  of 


which  was  simply  the  carrying  out  the  previous  designs 
of  her  husband,  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  desire 
of  Gen.  Semple.    At  this  beautiful  suburban  retreat  Mrs. 
Ames  spends  a  portion  of  the  summer  months.    It  com- 
mands an  extensive  view  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
the  broad  expanse  of  alluvial  soil  on  the  Missouri  side, 
while  far  in  the  distance  the  spires  and  buildings  of 
St.  Charles  are  distinctly  visible.    Her  winter  months 
are  passed  at  her  elegant  residence  in  Lucas  Place,  St. 
Louis  .    She  still  continues  to  carry  on  the  complicated 
and  extensive  business  left  by  the  death  of  her  husband, 
with  rare  ability,  foresight  and  judgment.    Her  natural 
qualifications  eminently  fit  her  to  vie  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  business  men  of  the  age. 

While  the  above  account  suffers  from  the  fact  that 
such  books  were  paid  for  by  subscriptions  from  the 
wealthy,  who  did  not  mind  themselves  being  described 
more  or  less  in  the  manner  of  the  dedication  of  the  1611 
Bible  to  King  James,  nonetheless  it  does  give  accurate 
credit  to  Mrs.  Ames's  business  ability,  which  was 
proven  over  many  years  to  be  keen  and  effective 


Another  Notchcliff  interior  photographed  by  Ada  Turner 
is  identified  simply  "Parlor."     The  average  Elsah  citi- 


zen never  got  to  see  these  sumptuous  rooms. 
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A  WEDDING 


The  ST.  LOUIS  POST-DISPATCH  for  Wednesday, 
October  12,  1883,  included  a  lengthy  description  of 
the  wedding  of  Miss  Ada  Ames  to  Henry  Turner.    This 
was  an  Elsah  event  of   enough  importance  to  warrent 
extensive  coverage,  and  marked  the  union  of  the  two 
wealthy  families  ,  one  that  owned  not  only  the  Notch- 
cliff  estate,  but  extensive  agricultural  land  in  the  Elsah 
area,  the  other  that  acquired  the  Eliestoun  estate  and 
built  that  magnificent  country  home.    The  following  is 
the  POST-DISPATCH  record  of  the  event; 

WEDDING  BELLS 

At  high  noon  to-day.  Miss  Ada  Ames,  oldest  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Edgar  Ames  of  this  city,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Hon.  Edgar  Semple  of  Illinois  /by  this  the 
report  means  James  Semple/,  was  m.arried  to  Mr.  Henry 
Turner,  son  of  the  late  Judge  Henry  Turner  of  this 
city,  and  grandson  of  Judge  Lucas.    The  marriage  took 
place  at  Notch  Cliff e,  the  country  residence  of  the  bride's 
mother,  Mrs.  Lucy  V.  Semple  Ames.    The  bridal  party, 
consisting  of  bridesmaids,  groomsmen  and  members  of 
the  family,  left  the  city  by  the  3  o'clock  boat  yesterday, 
and  spent  the  night  at  Notch  Cliffe.    This  morning  at 
9  o'clock  the  Spread  Eagle,  which  had  been  chartered 
for  the  occasion,  left  the  foot  of  Washington  avenue,  con- 
veying the  guests,  100  in  number,  to  their  destination, 
which  they  reached  about  noon. 

Notch  Cliffe  is  one  of  the  noted  places  upon  the  Mis- 
sissippi.   Situated  upon  one  of  the  highest  palisades 
that  guard  the  river  at  this  point,  it  presents  a  perfect 
picture    of  a  baronial  castle  of  the  olden  time,  with  its 
little  village  nestling  in  the  valley  below;  and  this  little 
village,  Elsah,  with  its  crooked  streets  md  housfs  -11 
built  of  stone,  sor.e  of  them  over  109  years  old  /this, 
of  course  is  a  mistake  by  some  seventy  years_7,  looks 
as  if  it  had  been  transported  entire  from  Rhineland. 
At  Elsah  landing  carriages  waited  to  convey  the  guests 
over  a  handsome  private  road  which  leads  by  a  circui- 
tous route  over  rustic  bridges  and  through  tangled 
broad  terraced  plateau  overlooking  the  river  and  sur- 
rounding country  for  many  miles  around.    Upon  the 
stone  terrace  which  forms  one  side  of  the  roadway  is 
placed  at  intervals,  vases  filled  with  blooming  plants 
and  vines,  and  groups  of  tropical  plants.    The  house  is 
built  of  stone,  rough-hewn  from  the  quarry,  and  trans- 
ported to  this  elevated  height  at  great  expense.    A  long 
flight  of  stone  steps  lead  up  to  the  hallway.    Situated 
in  the  great  stone  tower,  which  is  crowned  by  an  ob- 
servatory; from  this  doorway  there  is  an  enchanting 
view  of  the  river  bet^veen  two  cliffs,  hence  the  place 
obtained  the  name  "Notch  Cliffe."    On  the  right  of  the 
hall  as  you  enter,  is  the  drawing  room,  with  large  bay 
window  and  folding  doors  leading  into  the  library, 
which  opens   upon  a  wide  veranda,  from  which  there 
is  another  view  of  the  river .    On  the  other  side  of  the 
hall,  across  from  the  library,  is  the  large  dining-room, 
which  leads  into  the  conservatories.    To-day  this  whole 
floor  is  thrown  open  for  the  guests,  and  the  elaborate 
bridal  dejeuner  was  served  in  the  billiard  room  below. 
The  drawing-room  is  carpeted  with  green  velvet  and 


Ada  Turner  also  took  this  undated  photograph,  which  is 
labeled  "Aunt  Lina — Mrs    John  D.  Bradford  of  Spring- 
field 111.  sister  of  Gen.  Semple  " 


elegantly  furnished,  the  upholstering  lieing  of  green 
satin  .    Here 

THE  FLORAL  DECORATIONS, 
under  the  charge  of  Ellison,  were  superb;  cut  flowers 
in  beautiful  designs,  and  groups  of  plants  vrere  used 
very  effectively;   large  trays  three  feet  long  filled  with 
roses,  and  carnations  of  every  hue,  were  placed  before 
each  mirror.    Upon  the  mantelpiece  of  the  library  was 
a  book  covered  with  choice  bouquets  intended  as  sou- 
venirs, for  the  guests.    In  the  drav/ing-room  another 
large  tray  of  flowers  was  placed  in  front  of  the  mirror. 
Upon  the  mantelpiece  was  a  gilded  crescent,  three 
feet  high,  filled  with  rare  flowers,  flanked  by  large 
baskets  of  Marechal  Neil  and  tube  roses.    The  bay- 
window  was  a  perfect  bov;er  of  bloom.    A  marriage 
bell,  composed  of  white  roses,  carnations  and  tube 
roses,  was  suspended  from  the  center,  with  cordons 
of  smilax  and  gay  colored  flowers  connecting  it  with 
the  chandelier,  and  forming  a  canopy  beneath  which 
the  bridal  party  stood  .    The  orchestra  was  stationed 
in  the  hall,  and  as  the  strains  of  the  wedding  march  fell 
upon  the  ear  the  bridal  cortege  moved  down  the  stair- 
way.    First  came  the  bridesmaids  and  groomsmen.  Misses 
Fanita  Hayward,  Daisy  Lackland,  Fannie  Wickham,  Susie 
Turner  and  Mamde  Ames;  Messrs.  Charles  Bates,  R.  H. 
Floyd-Jones,  Conde  Fallen  and  Will  Turner,  best  man; 
Mrs.  Ames,  upon  the  arm  of  the  groom,  and  Miss  Ames, 
supported  by  her  brother,  Mr.  Henry  Semple  Ames,  who 
gave  the  bride  away.    The  ceremony  was  performed  by 
Rev.  Father  Meyer,  President  of  St.  Louis  University. 
The  bride,  a  blonde,  spirituelle  in  face  and  figure,  wore 
an  exquisite  robe  of  Parisian  manufacture,  of  satin  and 
lace,  over  which  fell  the  bridal  veil,  in  diaphanous  folds 
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garlanded  by  exquisite  flowers.    The   bridesmaids'  toi- 
lets were  all  elegant,  some  of  them  imported  .    The  gentle- 
men wore  Prince  Albert  coats,  light  pants,  pearl  colored 
gloves  and  ties.    After  an  elaborate  breakfast  menu, 
the  party  returned  to  the  boat,  and  will  reach  the  city 
at  7  o'clock  this  evening.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  will 
go  immediately  to  their  new  home.  No.  2308  Lucas 
place,  which  has  been  handsomely  fitted  up  for  their 
reception . 

The  following  were  among  the  guests  who  attended 
the  wedding:    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Turner.    Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Geo.  Paschall,  Judge  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Madill, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W .  H .  Bliss,  Mr.  Hayward,  Rev.  Dr. 
Schuyler,    SohnM.  Glover,  Henry  T .  Kent,  Rev.  Dr. 
Sylvester,  Albert  Todd,  Miss  Florence  Hayward,  Miss 
Church,  Miss  Gregory,  Miss  Lena  Garrison,  Miss 
Brown  of  Tennessee;  Miss  McClaren,  Miss  Sherman, 
Miss  Louise  Boisliniere ,  Miss  Wickham,  Miss  Lucy 
Boisliniere,  Miss  Nellie  Schuyler,  Miss  Therese  Taylor, 
Miss  Jackson,  Miss  Games,  Mr.  S.  S.  Scott,  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  John  R.  Shepley,  John  Rankin,  Harry  Hay- 
ward, Ed.  Johnson,  Semple  Floyd-Jones,  Lon  and  Chris- 
ty Church,  Ed  Dameron,  Edgar  Floyd-Jones,  George 
Hines,  Amadce  Reyburn,  Charles  Bates  and  Steve  Gore. 

THEIR  MARRIAGE  CONTRACT 

As  a  preliminary  to  the  ceremony  of  to-day  Miss  Ames 
and  Mr.  Turner  on  Monday  executed  the  following  contrac* 
which  was  placed  on  file  in  the  Recorder's  Office  to-day: 


"This  indenture  made  between  Ada  Semple  Ames  and 
Henry  S.  Turner,  witnesseth:    That  whereas  a  marriage 
is  intended  shortly  to  be  solemnized  between  the  said  Ada 
Semple  Ames  and  Henry  S  .  Turner  and  upon  the  treaty  for 
the  same  it  was  agreed  that  the  property  heretofore  disposed 
of  by  said  Ada  Semple  Ames  by  deed  dated  the  11th  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  1882,  and  recorded  in  Book  694,  page 
60.  of  the  Records  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  should 
stand  undisputed,  and  that  the  property  hereinafter  mentioned 
should  be  settled  as  hereinafter  declared  and  contained.    Now, 
in  pursuance  of  said  agreement  and  in  consideration  of  the 
intended  marriage,  it  is  agreed  and  contracted  that  the  said 
Ada  Semple  Ames  shall  have  full  and  complete  control , 
ownership  and  right  in  and  to  all  her  property  and  estate, 
whether  real,  personal  or  mixed,  including  notes,  stocks, 
bonds  and  moneys,  whether  in  possession,  reversion,  re- 
mainder or  expectancy,  and  the  proceeds,  rents,  profits 
and  interest  in  the  same,  together  with  any  future  invest- 
ments or  interchanges  of  the  same,  and  to  include  any  in- 
terest she  may  receive  from  or  in  any  bequest,  devise, 
gift  or  legacy  heretofore  made,  and  that  the  same  shall 
be  held  to  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the  said  Ada  Sem. - 
n'e  Ames,  and  shall  in  no  manner  be  under  the  control 
of  said  Henry  Turner  or  subject  to  his  debts,  contracts 
or  engagements  and  free  from  any  courtesy  of  him,  the 
said  Henry  S.  Turner,  or  of  any  interest  in  or  control 
over  the  rents,  profits  or  increase  thereof,  provided 
that   said  Henry  S .  Turner  may  manage  and  conduct 
such  matters  for  said  Ada  Semple  Ames  as  she  may  from 
time  to  time  in  writina    reauest,  with  power  in  her,  the 
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Another  Ada  Turner  photo  is  labeled  as  follows:  "Cousin 
Sue  Bradford,  looking  down  towards  the  Notch  between 
the  cliffs,  which  gave  the  name  to  the  Estate.    There  were 
no  telephones  nor  telegraphs  in  the  Early  days,  till  late 
in  the  80's--So  if  there  were  guests  for  Notchcliff ,  steam- 


ers all  gave  a  special  whistle,  after  which  there  was  just 
enough  time  before  landing  at  Elsah,  to  have  the  horses 
hitched  and  the  stationwagon  at  the  'landing'--there  be- 
ing no  clocks  for  those  old  steamers .    There  were  always 
many  distinguished  guests  at  Notchcliff." 
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said  Ada  Semple  Ames,  to  dispose  of  the  same  by  will, 
and  in  default  thereof  that  the  same  shall  descend  first 
to  the  children  of  said  marriage  or  their  descendants, 
and  if  there  should  be  none,  then  to  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  said  Ada  Semple  Ames  or    their  descendents, 
excluding  any  courtesy,  right  of  survivorship  or  des- 
cent to  or  in  the  said  Ada  Semple  Ames'  intended  hus- 
band, the  said  Henry  S.  Turner.    And  the  said  Henry 
S.  Turner  agrees  and  contracts  that  the  ownership, 
control  and  right  in  and  to  the  property  aforesaid, 
during  the  continuance  of  said  proposed  marriage  and 
the  disposition  of  the  same  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Ada  Semple  Ames,  shall  be  according  to  the  true  intent 
of  the  provisions  and  conditions  hereinbefore  set  forth. 

In  witness  whereof  the  parties  hereto  have  set  their 
hands  and  seals  this  15th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1883. 

fsigned.J       ADA  SEMPLE  AMES     (SEAL) 
HENRYS.  TURNER   (SEAL,) 
STATE  OF  MISSOURI, 
City  of  St.  Louis 


On  the  15th  day  of  October,  1883,  before  me  personally 
appeared  Ada  Semple  Ames  and  Henry  S.  Turner,  to  me 
known  to  be  the  persons  described  in  and  who  executed 
the  annexed  instrument,  and  acknowledged  that  they  exe- 
cuted the  same  as  their  free  act  and  deed  . 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  notorial  seal,  at  my  office,  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis ,  the  day  and  year  last  above  written . 

/Seal./  harry  g.  knapp, 

Notary  Public . 


Thus  the  ST.  LOUIS  POST-DISPATCH  account,  which 
begins  v;ith  a  description  of  Notchcliff  and  continues  with 
one  of  the  sumptuous  floral  decorations,  concludes,  rather 
oddly,  with  a  public  record  of  a  legal  agreement  binding 
the  two  young  people  together  while  protecting  the  pro- 
perty of  Ada  Ames .    One  suspects  the  hand  and  mind  of 
Lucy  V.  S.  Ames  behind  this  arrangement.    She  was  a 


Ey  1893,  as  this  plat  shows,  Lucy  Ames  and  her  son- 
in-lav.',  Henry  S.  Turner,  had  expanded  their  holdings 
in  the  Elsah  area.    At  the  time  Notchcliff  was  built,  E. 
M.  Fuller  owned  the  west  half  of  section  21,  as  well  as 
a  portion  of  fractional  section  20.    The  Henry  S  .  Turner 
holdings  were  the  property  of  S  .  S  .  Ellis.    At  that  time 


this  land  was  known  as  Eminence  Farm  and  was  largely 
orchard.    Mrs.  Ames's  holdings  in  sections  8,  9,  16,  and 
17,  were  a  portion  of  the  James  Sem.ple  estate  on  the  1872 
plat.    In  1893,  other  Ames  holdings  extended  north  and 
west  of  this  map  . 
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very  shrewd  businessperson,  and  aware  of  the  advantages 
the  law  gave  men  over  women,  and  while  her  daughter's 
marriage  continued  over  the  years  in  apparent  happiness, 
nonetheless,  whatever  would  have  come  of  it,  Ada  Ames's 
wealth  was  secure  to  her. 

Aside  from  the  correction  of  two  misspellings,  the  ac- 
count above  is  given  as  it  appeared  in  the  newspaper  . 
No  attempt  has  been  made  to  determine  the  correctness  of 
the  spelling  of  the  names  of  those  at  the  wedding  . 


MRS.  AMES 


The  obituary  of  Lucy  V  .  Semple  Ames,  printed 
in  the  ST.  LOUIS  GLOBE  DEMOCRAT  of  March  1,  1925, 
presents  a  broad  picture  of  Elsah's  most  prominent  sum- 
m.ertime  citizen.    Placed  in  this  perspective,  v.'e  see  that 
her  Elsah  side  was  for  her  an  aspect  of  her  life  not  near- 
ly so  prominent  as  her  social  life  in  St.  Louis.    Hov;ever 
for  Elsah  she  was  certainly  the  most  noticeable  of  indi- 
viduals . 

LATE  MRS  .  LUCY  AMES  WAS  QUEEN  OF  CITY  DURING 
'REGAL  '70s' 

Widow  of  Member  of  Noted  Family  Was  Outstanding  Leader 
in  Social  Life  and  Entertained  on  Lavish  Scale. 

The  social  glories  of  the  old  St.  Louis — mingling 
ground  of  the  cultures  of  the  South  and  East--lost  one 
of  its  most  brilliant  exponents  in  the  late  Mrs.  Lucy 
Virginia  Semple  Ames,  when  she  died  on  February  7 
at  her  residence,  3824  Lindell  boulevard  . 

For  around  her  and  a  small  group  of  society  matrons 
revolved  activities  which  placed  St.  Louis  in  the  class  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  and  the  old-world  capitals  as 
a  center  of  social  splendor  in  the  period  following  the 
civil  war . 

A  long  succession  of  notable  names  was  connected 
with  her.    Beginning  when  she  was  the  courted  and 
favored  daughter  of  a  distinguished  father,  her  rule  as 
a  social  arbiter  of  the  city  continued  through  years  marked 
by  outstanding  functions.    The  social  glamor  of  her  per- 
sonality shone  even  more  brilliantly  after  a  stay  in  Eu- 
rope, where  she  participated  in  court  life  and  enjoyed 
the  attention  of  nobility  and  various  personages  of  the 
old  world . 

QUEEN  OF  FORMER  PERIOD 

She  was  89  years  old  when  she  died,  the  queen  of  a 
former  epoch,  mentally  alert  to  the  last  and  rich  in  ex- 
periences of  society  and  culture.    Throughout  that  long 
life  she  had  assimilated  a  diversity  of  experiences  and 
sensations  from  contact  with  outstanding  men  and  women, 
with  the  practical  problems  of  business,  with  the  sturdy 
ethics  of  the  West  then  leaving  its  old  frontier  aspect  be- 
hind, and  with  the  finished  circles  of  Paris  and  the  old 
St.  Petersburg  of  the  Russian  Czars. 

Mrs.  Ames  had  been  married  only  four  years  when 
the  civil  war  ended .    Her  social  prestige  already  had 
been  established.    With  her  husband,  Edgar  Ames,  a 
commanding  figure  in  the  industrial  world,  she  lived 
a  normal  family  life,  but  found  time  for  the  pursuits  of 
society  and  was  prominent  in  the  social  functions  of 
the  day. 

At  that  time  St.  Louis  still  held  its  place  as  a  gate- 


way to  the  developing  West.    Two  streams  of  settlers, 
one  from  New  England  and  the  other  from  Virginia 
and  Kentucky,  poured  through  it,  bringing  varied  so- 
cial and  business  heritages  and  customs.    These  in- 
creased the  cosmopolitan  atmosphere  of  a  city  domina- 
ting the  Middle  West  with  its  society  and  its  expanding 
business  interests,  ranging  from  the  old  business  of  fur 
trading  to  the  new  industrial  enterprises  connected  with 
the  development  of  a  virgin  land  . 

LIVED  IN  LUCAS  PLACE 

The  Ames  lived  in  the  fashionable  residential  dis- 
trict developing  westward  from  the  river  front.    It  was 
known  as  Lucas  place  and  is  now  part  of  Locust  street. 
Homes  of  the  mansion  type,  surrounded  by  spacious 
grounds,  lined  it.    Lucas  Park  started  at  the  eastern 
end  of  a  park  located  on  the  present  site  of  the  Central 
Library,  and  Lucas  Garden  behind  it.    Its  western  ter- 
minus was  marked  by  the  rough  stone  Presbyterian 
Church . 

Among  the  imposing  homes  on  this  street  was  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Ames  at  1615  Lucas  place.    Contigu- 
ous were  the  homes  of  Ethan  Allen  Hitchcock,  Ambas- 
sador to  Russia  under  President  McKinley,  and  Rufus 
J  .  Lackland  .    A  block  east  was  the  old  Lucas  mansion  . 

For  many  years  the  social  activities  of  the  city  cen- 
tered in  this  section.    In  the  decade  beginning  with  1867, 
Mrs.  Ames  enhanced  its  activities  with  the  charms  of  a 
young  and  beautiful  widow,  possessed  of  culture  and 
means  and  gifted  with  the  qualities  of  leadership . 
EDUCATED  AT  CONVENT 

Born  in  1836  at  Edwardsville,  111.,  she  had  been  ed- 
ucated at  the  Sacred  Heart  Convent  at  St .  Charles ,  Mo  . , 
and  by  governesses.    Her  father,  Gen.  James  Semple, 
also  took  an  important  hand  in  her  training .    He  had 
held  various  distinguished  places,  including  those  of 
United  States  Minister  to  Colombia,  United  States  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois,  and  Judge  of  the  Illinois  Supreme 
bench,  and  had  achieved  high  intellectual  attainments. 

Lucy  Virginia,  the  second  daughter,  spent  m.any  of 
her  younger  days  at  "Treevue,"  the  homestead  Gen. 
Semple  built  on  a  larae  ttact  of  land  along  the  Missis- 
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Mrs.  Lucy  Ames  and  her  dauglUer,  Ada  Turner,  on  the 
Riviera,  probably  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 
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slppi  River  north  of  Alton,  where  he  laid  out  the  vil- 
lage of  Elsah.  It  was  situated  on  the  bluffs  above  the 
village  and  was  famed  for  its  hospitality. 

This  hospitality  and  Gen.  Semple's  daughters  at- 
tracted many  young  men  from  St.  Louis.    To  get  there 
they  drove  their  horses  across  two  rivers,  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Missouri,  and  across  the  bottomlands  to 
the  limestone  pallisades  where  the  Semples  held  forth. 
Among  these  suitors  were  Napoleon  >'5ullikan,  who  mar- 
ried the  eldest  daughter,  Adalaide,  and  Edgar  Ames, 
who  won  Lucy  Virginia. 

HEADED  PACKING  HOUSE 

Young  Ames  and  his  brother,  Henry  Ames,  then 
headed  one  of  the  largest  meat  packing  concerns  in  the 
country,  Henry  Ames  and  Company,  established  by 
their  father,  Nathan  Ames,  who  had  moved  to  St.  Louis 
from  Massachusetts  in  1841.    He  was  one  of  the  vice  pre- 
sidents of  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  a  director  in  se- 
veral other  business  concerns  and  had  a  hand  in  vari- 
ous public  enterprises. 

Their  marriage  in  1860  was  followed  by  seven  years 
of  domestic  happiness.    In  1867  Ames  died,  leaving  his 
estate  to  his  wife  and  children.    With  her  widowhood 
began  her  business  experience.    As  administrative 
head  of  Henry  Ames  and  Company  and  m.anager  of  nu- 
merous large  real  estate  holdings,  bank  interests  and 
similar  enterprises  she  became  a  financial  power  in  the 
city .    Her  hand  in  these  parctical  pursuits  made  her  a 
pronounced  feminist.    She  was  a  member  of  the  Equal 
Suffrage  Society,  founded  in  1869,  and  lived  to  cast 
her  first  vote  for  President  in  1920.    Eventually  she 
became  an  outspoken  advocate  of  higher  education  for 
women  and  their  participation  in  public  and  commercial 
life. 


Ada  Ames  Tuinei  took  tlus  picture  of  her  sister  and  la- 
beled it  "Mary  Ames  Cushman — at  rear  entrance  to  Notch- 
cliff- -looking  out  over  the  west  oval  lawn.    The  high 
step  was  for  horse  backers." 

VARIED  BUSINESS  CAREER 
Her  business  ventures  were  interesting  .    She  lost 
$250,000  in  the  Belcher  Sugar  Refinery,  but  regained 
it  through  other  investments  .    At  one  time  she  owned 
Curtis  &  Co . ,  saw  manufacturers,  and  later  formed 
the  Northwestern  Expanded  Metal  Company  of  Chicago, 
now  one  of  the  largest  makers  of  metal  lathing  in  the 


country.  Among  her  real  estate  holdings  was  Veranda 
Row,  a  block  of  stores  on  Fourth  street  extending  from 
Washington  avenue  to  St.  Charles  street.  In  the  old  Ar- 
mory Hall,  above  one  of  these  stores,  Jenny  Lind,  the 
famous  Swedish  singer,  sang  on  a  visit  to  St.  Louis. 
The  carpet  on  which  she  stood  became  a  treasured  me- 
mento for  Mrs  .  Ames  . 

Her  mourning  period  over,  Mrs.  Ames  plunged  into 
the  social  life  of  the  city.    She  threw  open  her  house  for 
a  series  of  resplendent  entertainments.    Soon  she  as- 
sumed the  social  crown  which  later  passed  to  such  lead- 
ers as  Mrs.  J.  L.  D.  Morrison,  Mrs.  Erastus  Wells  and 
Mrs.  John  Whittaker .    Spacious  rooms,  hung  with  por- 
traits and  paintings,  furnished  richly  with  carved  wal- 
nut  and  brilliant  with  the  reflection  of  lights  from  cry- 
stal chandeUers  and  large  mirrors,  made  her  home  ideal 
for  entertaining . 

One  of  Mrs.  Ames'  outstanding  entertainments  in  No- 
vember, 1872,  was  the  wedding  reception  in  honor  of 
her  younger  sister,  Julia  Semple,  when  at  Christ  Church 
she  was  married  to  Ashley  David  Scott.    He,  like  Edgar 
Ames,  was  a  NewEnglander  lately  arrived  at  the  gateway 
of  the  West. 

President  Grant  returned  in  1874  to  visit  the  city  in 
which  he  had  lived  before  the  civil  war.    The  principal 
entertainment  in  his  honor  was  a  ball  given  by  Mrs. 
Ames .    The  President  was  accompanied  by  his  daughter 
and  by  many  of  the  officers  who  had  fought  in  the  civil 
war.    Gen.  Sherman  and  his  daughters  were  also  pro- 
minent in  St.  Louis  social  life  and  they  received  with 
Mrs.  Ames  and  the  President. 

About  the  Ume  the  Lucas  place  house  was  built  Mrs. 
Ames  also  started  construction  of  her  country  home  on 
the  portion  of  her  father's  estate  which  she  had  inherited 
on  the  pallisades  of  the  Mississippi  River.    There  arose 
the  beautiful  and  stately  residence  which  she  called 
"Notchcliff." 

Carrying  letters  of  introduction  from  President  Grant 
to  the  American  ambassadors  in  the  various  countries  of 
Europe,  Mrs.  Ames  in  1876  took  her  children  abroad  .    She 
set  forth  with  a  courier,  a  governess,  a  ladies'  maid  and 
a  nurse  and  her  four  children.    The  tour  lasted  four 
years.    For  a  year  they  lived  in  the  Chateau  de  Coppet, 
just  below  Lausanne  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva.    Another 
year  was  spent  in  a  hotel  in  Paris.    At  another  time  they 
leased  an  apartment  in  Berlin.    But  it  was  in  St.  Peters- 
burg they  stayed  longest  and  there  lived  the  life  of  the 
court  circle. 

With  her  great  personal  beauty  and  charm,  with  her 
ability  and  willingness  to  live  on  the  grand  scale  which 
characterized  the  higher  nobility,  it  was  inevitable  that 
her  tour  of  Europe  should  be  triumphal .    Added  to  this 
was  the  unusual  fact  that  she  bore  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  Empress  Eugenie  of  France,  widow  of  Napoleon  III, 
who  was  greatly  admired  and  beloved.    This  resemblance 
led  to  m.any  cases  of  mistaken  identity  and  to  many  amus- 
ing experiences. 

DEBUT  OF  DAUGHTER 

When  they  returned  to  the  United  States  in  1880  the 
eldest  daughter,  Ada,  made  her  debut.    Mrs.  Ames  threw 
open  both  her  town  house  and  her  country  place  for 
lavish  entertainments.    The  week-end  parties  at 
Notchcliff  often  included  a  score  or  more  of  young 
people  and  the  luxurious  appurtenances  of  the  estate 
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were  placed  at  their  disposal.    Miss  Ada  Ames  was  mar- 
ried at  Notchcliff  to  Henry  S.  Turner  in  October,  1883. 
It  was  also  at  Notchcliffe  that  the  younger  daughter, 
Mary,  after  her  marriage  to  Wayman  Crow  Cushman, 
spent  her  honeymoon . 

After  all  its  prestige  and  grandeur,  Notchcliff  burned 
to  the  ground  in  1912.    The  ruins  now  stand,  vine-covered, 
a  desolate  spot  sacred  to  artists  and  tourist . 

The  fire  affected  Mrs.  Ames  deeply.    The  Lucas  place 
house  had  then  been  sold  to  make  way  for  industrial  build- 
ings; her  eldest  son,  Henry  Semple,  had  succumbed  to 
an  attack  of  pneumonia,  and  the  destruction  of  Notchcliff 
seemed  a  last  and  cruel  blow.    Declaring  that  she  would 
pcssher  last  years  on  the  estate  where  she  had  passed  her 
earliest  ones,  Mrs.  Ames  built  a  bungalow  on  the  very 
edge  of  the  highest,  steepest  cliff  overlooking  the  river 
and  within  sight  of  the  ruins.    Here  she  spent  m.any  of 
her  last  years,  overseeing  her  farm,  reading  ponderous 
volumes  in  French,  pausing  now  and  then  to  relate  some 
anecdote  of  that  far  past  when  she  had  been  the  guest  of 
emperors  or  the  acknowledged  social  leader  of  the  regal 
70s  in  St.  Louis. 


The  tone  of  the  above  memoir  is  appropriately  roman- 
tic, but  it  occasionally  varies  from  accuracy.    There  is, 
for  example,  no  corroboration  for  the  concept  that  Mrs. 
Ames  spent  her  last  years  largely  at  Elsah  wrapped  in 
romantic  gloom .    She  was  no  Isolde.    She  did  not  buUd 
a  bungalow  on  the  bluffs,  but  simply  used  the  existing 
farmhouse  on  the  estate  during  her  summer  visits.    This 
home  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Principia College  chapel. 
During  the  building  of  the  college  it  was  moved  across 
the  chapel  green  and  used  as  an  administration  building 
for  over  twenty  years . 


\^ 


The  E.  M.  Fuller  farmhouse,  called  "Eastover"  by  Mrs. 
Ames,  where  she  spent  summ.ers  following  the  burning 
of  Notchcliff.    Principia  moved  the  building  and  placed 
the  college  chapel  on  this  site.    Picture  courtesy  of  Mrs. 
Pat  Farmer . 

ELSAH'S   LISTING 

Elsah  has  been  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  His- 
toric Places  now  for  several  years.    What  advantages, 
specifically,  does  this  give  the  village?   According  to  Wil- 
liam J.  Murtagh,  Keeper  of  the  National  Register,  quoted 
in  THE  WALL  STREET  JOURNAL  of  23  February,  "The  Re- 
gister is  a  planning  tool.    We  are  protecting  the  environ- 
ment.   We  are  working  toward  conservation." 

Listing  on  the  Register  does  not  provide  protection  from 
destructive  actions  taken  by  states,  localities,  or  indivi- 
dual property  owners.    It  does,  however,  provide  a  line 
of  defense    against  federal  destruction,  or  destruction  in- 
volving federal  money.    Currently,  and  for  four  more 
years,  undar  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1976,  certain  tax  de- 
ductions are  disallowed  when  people  knock  down  regis- 
tered structures.    This  act  also  allows  deductions  for  cer- 
tain rehabilitation  costs  when  commercial  or  income- 
producing  properties  are  concerned. 

In  addition  to  these  solid  benefits  discussed  in  THE 
WALL  STREET  JOURNAL,  listing  on  the  Register  has  a 
strong  subjective  influence.    It  indicates  that  a  place  or 
structure  is  valued  by  the  public  and  that  people  would  re- 
gret its  destruction.    This  in  itself  is  often  enough  to  stir 
the  imagination  to  find  adaptive  use  for  buildings  that  would 

nthprwisA  hp  ln<3t 


Henry  Semple  Ames,  Mrs.  Amesf's'  older  son,  a  St.  Louis  ; 
financier . 


Ada  Turner  captioned  this  picture,  "Maptha  Launch — Vir- 
ginia— owned  by  Semple  and  Edgar  Ames.    Usually  moored 
at  the  'Elbini'  yacht  club  at  Alton.    1  have  forgotten  her 
length--but  six  people  could  sleep  comfortably  on  board. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Herschbien  (center)  on  left  is  Semple 
Ames  and  Mrs .  George  Paschall  to  the  right  Mrs .  George 
Nederinghaus,  Edgar  Ames,  George  Paschall." 
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TUNNEL   PARTY 

Few  people  have  ever  been  to  a  tunnel  party,  but 
this  fall  Marie  Cresswell  revived  her  family's  custom 
of  holding  Halloween  parties  in  the  railroad  tunnel 
next  to  her  house  on  Mill  Street. 

Built  as  a  part  of  Elsah's  first  railroad,  which  ran 
from  1882  to  1890,  this  tunnel  conducted  a  creek  under 
the  railroad  line,  which  ran  on  the  shoulder  of  the  hill 
east  of  Mill  Street  right  down  through  town .    It  is  a 
sturdy  arched  tunnel,  built  by  local  stone  mason  Hi- 
ram Kyser,  and  it  has  survived  well  despite  lack  of 
maintenance.    In  fact,       because    it  needs  tuck  point- 
ing so  badly  enabled  Marie  to  put  a  large  number  of 
candles  into  the  walls  for  the  proper  Halloweeeny  ef- 
fect. 

Many  friends  and  aeighbors  from  the  Elsah  area 
enjoyed  the  eerie  atmosphere  and  the  sumptuous  re- 
freshments in  the  most  hospitable  dark  tunnel  in  the 
village. 


Tunnel  visitors  sample  the  goodies  . 

TO  ALL  HEF  MEMBERS 

A  number  of  HEF  members  have  come  to  people  on 
the  Foundation  board  with  offers  to  help  the  organiza- 
tion in  some  way.    There  is  no  question  that  our  organ- 
izational responsibilities  have  grown  over  the  years  with 
the  publications  program,  the  house  tours,  and  the  re- 
storation of  the  building  that  houses  the  Elsah  Landing 
restaurant.    Throughout  the  history  of  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation  the  executive  director,  a  few  board  members 
and  a  small  group  of  other  members  have  carried  on  all 
of  these  activities.    We  have  held  only  one  open  meeting 
for  the  membership  for  the  expression  of  ideas  on  how 
the  organization  is  functioning  .    Now  it  appears  that  we 
should  certainly  have  at  least  an  annual  meeting  where 
there  would  be  both  reports  and  remarks  from  the  floor. 

The  clearest  indication  of  our  growth  as  a  historical 
and  civic  influence  in  Elsah  would  be  the  formation  of 
committees  for  the  regular  functions  of  the  Foundation. 
We  believe  that  a  membership  committee  could  help  with 
recruiting  new  members  and  working  with  those  indi- 
viduals who  have  wanted  to  help  with  our  activities. 
The  committee  might  suggest  new  directions  for  our 


programs  .    A  program  committee  would  be  essential  if 
the  Foundation  is  to  communicate  with  the  local  members 
about  our  long-range  and  short-range  plans.    For  se- 
veral years  there  have  been  informal  committees  ser- 
vicing the  different  aspects  of  our  house  tours.    It  is 
time  that  we  formed  a  House  Tour  Committee  to  coordi- 
nate this  work. 

Now  it  is  up  to  all  of  us  to  write  in  to  the  executive 
director,  Mrs.  Inge  Mack,  and  state  what  kinds  of  ac- 
tivities we  would  want  to  carry  on.  Please  state  what 
committees  and  what  sort  of  assignments  you  would  find 
most  congenial  with  your  talents,  time,  and  interests. 
We  really  need  the  help  of  our  members. 

The  HEF  Board 


Marie  Cresswell  and  a  ghostly  companion . 

Notchcliff  pictures  on  pp  .  2  through  11  were  copied  by 
David  Kruger . 

With  the  completion  of  this  double  issue,  editor  Paul 
Williams  is  retiring  from  this  position  in  HEF .    He  has 
edited  all  the  issues  of  the  newsletter  so  far  and  has  much 
enjoyed  the  post  ,  but  time  pressures  now  demand  that 
he  relinquish  the  work.    HEF  President  Charles  B.  Hos- 
mer,  Jr. ,  will  take  up  the  editorship  .    Paul  Williams  will 
continue  to  contribute  articles  to  the  newsletter . 


